I Net Friends

Ultimate IT Security Checklist for Business

1. Empower Access with Ease & Safety
[ Embrace single sign-on (SSO) and multifactor authentication (MFA) to simplify access while
fortifying security.
] Regularly review user accounts and permissions, ensuring only the right people have
access to sensitive information.
L Enforce robust access controls, minimizing potential vulnerabilities.

2. Strengthen Your Foundation: Risk & Patch Management

Identify and prioritize critical assets, giving them the extra protection, they deserve.
Carefully vet open-source code for vulnerabilities before integration.

Regularly evaluate your web applications and infrastructure for potential vulnerabilities.
Implement best practices to secure your development environments.

Proactively scan for misconfigurations and promptly apply patches.
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3. Secure Data & Software
[ Safeguard sensitive data through strong access controls, allowing only authorized
personnel to access it.
[ Encrypt laptops and removable devices, ensuring that even if they're lost, your data
remains safe.
[ Utilize mobile device management to locate or remotely wipe devices if needed.
d Establish a Data Loss Prevention (DLP) program to identify and prevent data leakage.

4. Boost Your Vigilance: Threat Detection & Response
] Explore breach detection services and attack surface management solutions to stay
ahead of potential threats.
d Leverage Endpoint Detection and Response (EDR) or Extended Detection and Response
(XDR) solutions for complete network visibility.
[ Develop and test a comprehensive incident response plan, including integration with your
cyber insurance policy.
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5. Enhance Practices with Added Value

] Maintain a log retention repository and review logs for unusual patterns, ensuring
compliance with legal obligations.
Optimize log management with a Security Information and Event Management (SIEM)
system.
Conduct engaging security awareness training for all team members, equipping them to
identify and respond to threats.
Foster a network segmentation strategy for added protection.
Implement a layered security approach at every level of your applications, providing a
robust defense.
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6. Encourage Innovation & Prevention

[ Foster legitimate business practices that prioritize security, preventing the need for risky
workarounds.
[ Secure variations of your domain name to thwart impersonation attempts.

7. Regular Software Updates & Patching

] Keep all software, including operating systems and applications, up to date with the
latest security patches. Regularly check for updates and install them promptly.

8. Secure Password Practices

[ Encourage employees to use strong, unique passwords for their accounts. Implement a
password policy that includes length requirements, special characters, and regular
password changes.

9. Secure Wi-Fi Networks

[ Ensure that your Wi-Fi networks are encrypted and protected with strong passwords.
Separate guest networks from internal networks to prevent unauthorized access.

10. Employee Training & Testing

J Conduct regular security training sessions for employees, teaching them how to
recognize phishing emails, suspicious links, and social engineering tactics.

11. Vendor & Third-Party Risk Management

[ Assess the security practices of your vendors and third-party partners. Ensure they follow
similar security standards to minimize risks to your organization.
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12. Regular Data Backups
[ Implement a regular backup schedule for critical data. Test the backups to ensure they can
be restored successfully in case of data loss.

13. Monitor & Respond to Threats
[ Use intrusion detection and prevention systems to monitor network traffic for suspicious
activities. Have a clear plan for how to respond to security incidents.

14. Physical Security Measures
[ Implement physical security measures such as access control systems, security cameras,
and visitor logs to protect your office space and data centers.

15. Privacy Protection
[ Ensure compliance with data protection regulations (e.g., GDPR, CCPA) by implementing
necessary privacy controls and obtaining proper consent for data collection and
processing.

16. Cloud Security

[ If using cloud services, review and implement the provider's security features and best
practices to ensure your data is secure.

17. Incident Simulation & Tabletop Exercises
1 Conduct simulated security incidents to test your team's response procedures. This helps
identify gaps and improve incident response effectiveness.

By implementing and checking off each of these proactive steps, you're building a resilient
security foundation that fosters growth and success. If you're looking for personalized guidance
or need assistance with any aspect of your security strategy, don't hesitate to reach out to our
experts at Net Friends. Your commitment to security today shapes the success of tomorrow.
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